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ALLIED PILOTSASSOCIATION CALLSON CONGRESSTO MAKE
FEDERAL FLIGHT DECK OFFICER PROGRAM A TOP NATIONAL
SECURITY PRIORITY

‘Arming the cockpit providesacritical last line of defense’

Fort Worth, Texas (August 5, 2003}—The Allied Pilots Association (APA),
which represents the 11,000 pilots who fly for American Airlines (NY SE: AMR), issued
an appeal to the federal government today to expand the Federal Flight Deck Officer
program to enable more pilots to undergo training and certification.

“In light of the recent news reports that terrorists are plotting new attacks against
commercial aviation, it is imperative that we accelerate the number of trained Federal
Flight Deck Officersin the cockpits of our nation’s airliners,” said Captain John Darrah,
APA President. “Arming the cockpit provides a meaningful deterrent and critical last
line of defense against aterrorist attack.”

In the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, APA wasin the
forefront of lobbying efforts to secure the right for commercia pilots to carry firearmsin
the cockpit. Currently, the Federal Flight Deck Officer program is operating at a reduced
capacity as a consegquence of the Transportation Security Administration’s decision to
discortinue training at the federal law enforcement training center in Glynco, Georgia
after Labor Day and shift al training to a site in Artesia, New Mexico.

Each weekly training classis limited to 48 pilots. Another potential impediment
is the location of the Artesia facility itself, which is 269 miles from the closest major

airport in Albuquerque, New Mexico. The training program is voluntary and pilots must



pay al of their travel expenses, lodging and daily expenses. Some members of Congress
have proposed contracting out the training to private companies at multiple locations.
“With the renewed threat of terrorism against commercial aviation and the
cutbacks in the number of Federal Air Marshals aboard flights, APA is more convinced
than ever that arming the cockpit could well be the key in preventing another successful
attack against our industry,” said Darrah. “The Federal Flight Deck Officer program
must be expanded and recognized as a top national security priority. We cannot afford to

be complacent or permit bureaucracy to stand in the way of this critical program.”

Headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas, APA was founded in 1963.
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